Book Review

CHARACTERIZATION OF
POWDER SURFACES, Edited by
G. D. Parfitt and K. S. W. Sing,
Academic Press Inc., London,
England, 1976, x + 464 pages.
Price $30.25.

The primary thrust of this ex-
cellent book relates to those us-
ing powders as pigments and
filters in paints, inks, plastics,
fibres and equivalent applications.
Each of the nine chapters is writ-
ten by specialists in the areas
covered.

The first three are funda-
mental, surface characteriza-
tions—first chemical and then
physical, with the trilogy being
completed with flow property
evaluations. Each of these
develops the fundamentals for ap-
propriate evaluation of the cited
property. This reviewer found
the chapter on flow to be particu-
larly of interest.

The next three are directed to
specific pigments—inorganic
white, inorganic colored and or-
ganic. Each 1is discussed

systematically and, although pri-
marily aimed at the paint and ink
industry, these chapters can
develop a better comprehension
of some of the coated pigments
now available for cosmetic use.

The final three chapters cover
the specific topics of carbon
blacks, silicas and clays. The last
two are of special interest, even
to those tending to work solely
with suspensions and lotions. Un-
fortunately, the clay chapter is the
shortest in the book, only 28

pages.

Each chapter is well referenced
and quite current for an edited
volume. The index appears to be
complete and reasonably de-
tailed. For those actively working
in powder technology this should
be an excellent addition to their
personal libraries. Others with
more occasional needs would find
this of value in a company or de-
partmental library holding.—
JoHN H. WooD—School of
Pharmacy, Virginia Common-
wealth University.
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